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Dear Chaperones,

We are thrilled to welcome your child/student to
at The University of Texas at Austin. As part of the University’s Youth
Protection Program (YPP) requirements, a Chaperone Permission Form
must be completed by a parent or legal guardian for each participating
child/student. This form also requires the designated chaperone’s
signature.

Please note: If even one child/student in your group does not have a
completed permission form, the entire group will be unable to
participate in the event. We appreciate your attention to this important
requirement to ensure a smooth and safe experience for all.

Thank you for your cooperation and support.

Warm regards,

UT Austin's Youth Protection Program (YPP) was established in 2015. The University of
Texas at Austin Youth Protection Program is committed to ensuring the safety of minors
participating in camps or programs on university premises or participating in those
programs sponsored or supported by the university.

o Creates a safe environment for minors participating in sponsored university
programs.

o Works with faculty and staff to ensure all programs comply with HOP 3-1710.

o Works with student organizations to ensure student organizations comply with
HOP 3-1710.

o Provide education, training, and best practices to ensure the safety of future
Longhorns.

YPP serves tens of thousands of minors from the local community, country, and world
each year through university-sponsored programs. The YPP office oversees around 300
programs annually. Additionally, YPP serves thousands of minors from the local Austin
community and beyond who attend events on campus hosted by Student Organizations.
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https://youthprotectionprogram.utexas.edu/policy/
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YPP collaborates with numerous departments at the university to fulfill its mission.
Specifically, we collaborate with all Colleges, Schools, Units, and Departments at UT
Austin, Student Activities/Dean of Students, Title X, University Housing and Dining,
Facilities, Human Resources, University of Texas Police Department, and Admissions.

Student organizations often want to host camps, events, programs, etc., for minors,
both on and off The University of Texas at Austin campus. Student organizations should
be aware of the additional varied time and financial demands placed upon the
organization's officers, members, and sponsors to facilitate a quality pre-college event.
The student organization must also be aware of the university and state of Texas
mandated policies and rules that must be followed.

HOP 3-1710 states, “The University requires any program involving minors to be
sponsored and controlled by a university college, school, unit, or department. Student
organizations are not permitted to hold a program. Student organizations may
participate in a program sponsored by a college, school, unit, or department.”

A chaperone is an adult aged 21 or older who is responsible for the care, custody, and
control of a minor. Appropriate and acceptable chaperones include a(n):

o A parent or legal guardian of the minor

o Aresponsible adult family member of the minor (cousin, aunt, uncle,
grandparent, etc.)

o Teacher, Counselor, Coach, or School Representative of the minor

o Religious mentor of the minor

When a program assumes “custodial responsibility” for a minor, the program is
responsible for taking care of and ensuring the well-being of a minor. The program is
also legally accountable for all that happens to that minor while the minor is within the
program’s custody. When a program voluntarily assumes custodial responsibility for
minors, it also assumes liability and, thus, risk. It is a manageable risk when the
university’s Youth Protection Program Policy is followed. Student organizations cannot
host events or programs where they take custodial responsibility for minors. If a
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student organization hosts an event minors will attend, custodial responsibility
must remain with teachers, parents, legal guardians, and chaperones.

Custodial Responsibility Disclaimer & Language

The University of Texas at Austin (insert name of college/school/unit/department) will not take
custodial responsibility for minors while participating in (insert name of the event). Custodial
responsibility will remain with teachers, parents, legal guardians, and chaperones. Specifically:

Only minors accompanied by a parent, guardian, or adult chaperone will be allowed to
participate.

A parent, guardian, or adult chaperone must remain onsite for the full duration of the event.
Dropping off minors without an accompanying adult is not permitted.
Minors who arrive unaccompanied will not be allowed to participate.

18-year-old high school students are still considered minors under this policy and must also be
accompanied.
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